ROGERS RELATES 
BOWERS’ ORDERS 

Testimony Given in Miss. 
Murder Trial 


By W. F. MINOR 
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I slender young ex-Klansman told 
a grisly story in state court 
here Wednesday of how former 
White Knights imperial wizard 
Sam H. Bowers angrily gave 
orders to his Klan unit that 
led to the firebomb death of 
Negro leader Vernon DahmerJ 
T. Webber Rogers coolly re- 
lated that Bowers, pounding 
on a table, “gave the order 
for the hit” to do something 
about Dahmer. 

“He gave the three and the 
Ifour, if possible.” 

Rogers, under questioning by 
county attorney James Dukes, 
said, "A three is fire and four 
is death” in the Klan language. 
STATE PRESENTS CASE 
The testimony from the 
wavy-haired 31-year-old Rogers 
came near the end of the first 
day of evidence in the state’s 
attempt to punish Bowers, 45- 
year-old Laurel coin machine 
operator, for murder of Dah- 
mer, r a highly respected Negro, 
leader on Jan. 10, 1966. | 

Bowers has been identifed I 
by the FBI as the top offi- 
cial and “brains” behind the 
Mississippi born White Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Bowers previously was tried 
in circuit court here for arson 
in the Dahmer case in a t r i a 1 
which resulted in a hung jury. 
He is also under 10-year federal 
sentence for a 1967 conviction of 
conspiracy in the death of three 
civil rights workers m Neshoba 
County in what the government 
contended was a “Klan plot.” 
ORDERS TO “HIT” 

Rogers said he was a member 
of “Unit Four” of the White 
Knights when he went to a 
meeting in Jones County in mid- 
December of 1965 where the or- 
ders to “hit” Dahmer's 
residence and store about 15 
miles outside of Hattiesburg 
were given. 

Bowers, he told the court, 
was presiding at the meeting. 
“He pounded on the table 
and said he was damned 
tired, it was two weeks be- 


hind.” 

Asked what was it, he said, 
“This was the project to get 
Vernon Dahmer.” 

He testified that Bowers asked 
for volunteers to make “a dry 
run” on the Dahmer hit and 
Rogers said he was one of the 
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group selected to make the dry 
run. 

DESCRIBES “RUN” 

The Covington County man 
told how two carloads of Klans- 
men drove back roads and made 
a pass by Dahmer's house and 
grocery. As they passed the 
Dahmer place Rogers said Cecil 
Sessum, one of the Klan lead- 
ers in the car, said, “Well that’s 
it 

Sessum was convicted in the 


he was awakened by some 
puppies which he had penned 
up and when he went out into 
the yard to look around, he 
saw one car coming from the 
direction of Dahmer's house 
with six or seven men in It 
“They were laughing and hav- 
ing a good time,” Smith said. 
He added that the car was light 
colored. 

Several FBI agents who 
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Dahmer case early last year and gathered evidence at the Dah- 


is now serving a life sentence 
at P archman penitentiary. 

Rogers told of being taken 
In the Klan in 1965 when he 
was given the number 99. 

“You took an oath?” Dukes 
asked him. 

“You swear you won’t reveal 
any secrets about the Klan/ 
Rogers said. 

“What was there for you to 
swear on?” the county attorney 
asked. 

“A Bible and a pistol beside 

It” 

ANOTHER WITNESS 
Another witness was Jay B. 
Smith, a snowy - haired white 
man who operates a country 
store and farms on the Monroe 
rd. He said he was a friend of 
Vernon Dahmer, of whom he 
said, “he was much of a man.” 

. ‘Tou were practically raised 
together?” District Attorney 
James Finch asked Smith. 

“You might say that,” the 
63-year-old Smith said. 

Smith related seeing two cars 
drive slowly past his house go- 
ing towards Dahmer's in the 
early morning of Jan. 10, 1966, 
each with three men. 

He said because of the 
bright moonlight he could rec- 
ognize that one of the cars 
was a light blue and the oth- 
er was also a light color. 

Part of the evidence in the 
state’s case is a light blue 
automobile belonging to one of 
the White Knights arrested in 
the case, which was found on 
the side of the road peppered 
with shot and two bullet holes 
in a flat tire. 

Dahmer, according to the 
states’ case opened fire on his 
firebombing assailants after he 
sent his wife and three of his 
children to safety. 

SMITH RELATES 
Dahmer died several hours 
later from inhalation of smoke 
and fumes in the blaze which 
destroyed his rural residence 
and nearby store. 

Smith said one of the men In 
the two cars which passed his 
bouse that night resembled 
Cecil Sessum. 

He said about an hour later 


mer residence that night testi- 
fied along with two FBI labora- 
tory experts. 

The sample of gasoline which 
was taken from a jug found in 
the rear of a partly burned pick- 
up truck at the Dahmer place 
figured into the FBI expert testi- 
mony. 

AGENT IS HEARD 
Agent Eugene Reider from 
the FBI Washington laboratory 
said he made part of the iden- 
tification on the sample which 
showed it was gasoline. 

The small amount of fluid 
was put into an aspirin bottle 
by agent J. L. Martin, sta- 
tioned at Hattiesburg at the 
time, who went to the scene of 
the Dahmer fire a short time 
after the incident 

DisL Atty. Finch, loosening 
the cap of the bottle, handed 
It to a juror and asked him 
to pass It down the line. 
Defense attorney Lawrence 
Arlington, cross examing Reid- 
er, asked: “Mississippi moon- 
shine whiskey will burn, won’t 
it? r 

“No, it depends on the alco- 
hol content/ 

“Have you tried some of thla 
Mississippi moonshine down 
here?” Arlington asked the 
agent. 

AMID LAUGHTER 
Amid laughter from the 
courtroom audience, Reider 
said that he had not. 

The sandy-haired Bowers, 
dressed in a blue suit, light 
blue shirt and red tie with a 
pointed white handkerchief In 
the breast pocket, observed the 
testimony of witnesses with an 
almost constant half-smile on 
his face. 

Only a pair of white socks, 
which Bowers was wearing, 
spoiled his sartorial taste. 

In his lapel he wore a small 
fish emblem. 

The Jury is composed of one 
Negro man, a young Negro 
woman, one white woman and 
the remainder white men. 

The 12 jurors had been 
selected in a day-long opening 
of the trial Tuesday, and the 
alternate juror was agreed 


upon at the beginning of the 
Wednesday session. 

Presiding over the court 
with casual Informality Is 
Circuit Judge Stanton Hall, a 
former state senator and re- 
tired Army reserve colonel. 

On two occasions during the 
testimony, Judge Hall whipped 
out a newspaper and began 
reading in full view of the jury 
and courtroom. But he appar- 
ently kept one ear fixed on the 
procedure because he several 
times quickly put down the pa- 
per to rule on points raised by 
opposing lawyers. 





